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of heritage experts. The guest of honor of
this edition was the Kingdom of Bahrain,
represented by Dr Anisa Fakhro, who had a
rich production of folk tales and literature, as
well as prominent Bahraini cultural figures;

to strengthen the Bahraini audience and
introduce her field experiences.

This yeans edition featured, a training
programme for field researcher, which was
joined by a large number of trainees, on
whom the Sharjah Institute for Heritage relies
on to collect new materials, enriching the
Emirati heritage. Also, this year, saw a new
programme titled «Al Mujawarah» that allows
the new narrators to interact with veteran
storytellers directly, to benefit from their
experiences and techniques of storytelling.
The Forum featured various exhibitions, but
the most important one is the world puppet
show, performed by the Italian artist Augusto
Grilli, one of the most famous puppeteers in
Europe, and its most important collectors.

He is owner of a large puppet theater,

while toured Europe for the past 50 years.
Furthermore, this year witnessed a great
diversity of books and publications for the elite
group of researchers and writers celebrating
the slogan of the Forum.

The SINF also introduced a number of the
most prominent poems of the poet Saleh Bin
Ali Bin Aziz Al Mansouri, and some of his
most prominent poems, like «Bi Hamm Wa
Bi Lairat», which was sung by the late artist
Mohamed Abdel Sala, combining the beauty
of words and charming of melody.

The edition»s sections are including a number
of important cultural and heritage topics, such
as the art of «Habban», the Narrators and
Majdi Bin Dhaher, an overview of the folk

m 2018 pgisl M aasll S5 Zs

storytelling in the Palestinian society, the fairy
tale «Fava Yanovay, inspired by Arab stories,
the stories of the peoples, the brilliant Sharjah
with its leader.

It further highlighted the most prominent
publications associated to the Forum,
including: the Encyclopedia of Superstition
Objects in the UAE Heritage and the Fairy
Tales in the Emirati Heritage by Dr. Abdulaziz
Al Musallam, the Encyclopedia of the
Moroccan Folk Tales, the Aesthetic of the
Storytelling and Imagination in the Emirati
Tale by Dr. Mohamed Fakhreddine, Folk Tale
of Children by Kadhem Saadeddine, «Quala
Al Rawi» (the narrator said), Structures

of Storytelling in the Folk Tales by Dr.

Saeed Yaqteen, «Hatayyat Hazzawi Ummy
Sheikha» by Dr. Anisa Fakhro, «Al Insan Wa
Al Khurafa» (the man and the myth) by Dr.
Ahmed Morsi, «Hekayati» (my tales) by Dr.
Nimer Salmoon, Storytelling Stars by Dr.
Minni Bounama, the German Legends by the
Grimm Brothers and translation of Hassan
Ali, Fairy Tales from the Arab heritage by a
group of researchers, «Oyoun Aliyaa» (the
eyes of Alia), a number of stories form the
Emirati heritage by Muna Al Shamsi and
Hana Al Suwaidi, Tales from the Emirates

by researcher Latifa Al Matroushi, different
aspects of heritage and many more.

Thus, this edition contains rich heritage
themes that show off the great legacy of

the Emirati heritage that symbolizes its
originality, elegance and sophistication. It
expresses clearly the extent to which the
Emirati people adhere to the heritage of the
fathers and forefathers, and their openness
to other experiences to benefit from their rich
experiences.
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SINF.. an exceptional

cultural event

The Sharjah International Narrator Forum
(SINF) is an important cultural event in the
emirate of Sharjah in particular, and the UAE
in general. As a global event, it is important
for the narrators and storytellers and all those
concerned with cultural heritage, especially
the moral or intangible one.

Since its simple inception 18 year ago until
the moment, the SINF has achieved a great
value becoming a milestone for the cultural
heritage thanks to the unlimited support of His

Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammed
Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Sharjah, which is significantly
reflected in the cultural and cognitive growth
taking place in the emirate.

The 18th edition of the SINF was held under
the slogan «Fairy Tales» during September
242018 ,26-, with the participation of 34
countries from different continents, and a
number of local and international government
and national institutions, along with an elite
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