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vision. Its theme, in each edition, has

been keeping pace with the fundamental
developments seen by the traditional crafts
in the UAE. They reflect their originality, and
importance of their presence in the daily life
of people. The Sharjah Traditional Crafts
Forum has become an event that embraces
legacy of the traditional crafts in the UAE
translating their ancient values and symbols,
and celebrating their pioneers. The previous
eleven editions of the Forum have clearly
highlighted rich heritage issues contributing
to the definition and promotion of handicrafts
on the widest scale. The previous themes
were: crafts and popular industries,
pioneering visions and experiences, heritage
costumes .. symbols and indications, crafts
are another aspect of human life, women»s
crafts between reality and aspiration ..

Gulf countries are an example, traditional
games, crafts from the Islamic world, the
role of traditional crafts in tourism promotion,
sewing and embroidery, and pottery
industries in the Gulf ... Pottery is a story.
Crowning these and other efforts, UNESCO
recently listed Sharjah in the network of
creative cities in the field of crafts and
folklore. And this is another title received

by Sharjah after a series of titles that it won
throughout its cultural march, thanks to the
efforts of His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah.
In recognition of this great merit, we have
allocated the twelfth edition of the Sharjah
Traditional Crafts Forum to celebrate

the heritage crafts under the slogan
“Sharjah>s Crafts” as a contribution from

us in highlighting the great achievement of
Sharjah in preserving crafts and supporting
those in charge of it. This will be through an
integrated cultural programme highlighting

119

the aesthetics and importance of the
distinguished Sharjah»s traditional crafts

and their diversity, including «Galafa», «Al
Malehy», «Faleej», «Gargour», and «Aleikh»
in the coastal environment, and «Saduy,
Wool Spinning, «Zarbool» making, «Saqga»,
Falconer, and “ Al Moghawi» in the desert
environment.

This edition also includes a rich heritage
galleries, namely: the traditional doors,
traditional medicine, musical instruments, in
addition to the live galleries like weaving and
knitting gallery and the palm gallery. This

is alongside an intellectual programme that
pays tribute to the cities of creativity in crafts
and folklore in the Arab world, and discusses
the reality of crafts and horizons of their
preservation, artistic and training workshops,
books and numerous publications, including:
Sharjah Traditional Crafts Forum... Harvest
of Years, Traditional Crafts and Industries in
the UAE, Glossary of Old Crafts in Sharjah,
Sharjahys Crafts, Traditional Musical
Instruments and others.

This issue of «Marawed» magazine in
Sharjah is celebrating it as a creative city

in crafts and folklore through a special file,
including the slogan of the new edition of
the Forum, which is Sharjahys Crafts. It
highlights the importance of the Forum in
the eyes of writers and researchers, and the
role of the SIH in protecting and preserving
heritage of the traditional crafts, and
documentation of the previous editions of the
Forum.

The issue also followed up on the activities
organized by the SIH during the past period,
which have always contributed to raising
awareness on the heritage, introducing it
and cherishing its values and symbols.
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Heritage of Traditional Crafts

Handicrafts stay one of the pillars upon
which societies are based in most of

countries. From them, symbols, terminology,

vocabularies, customs and traditions are
formed. Hence, the Sharjah Institute for
Heritage established a centre allocated to
care for the traditional Emirati handicrafts.
Moreover, it has been organizing an

annual forum for them since 2007 under
the diretives of His Highness Sheikh Dr.
Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Supreme
Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah, who

placed the issue of preserving, reviving and
transferring heritage crafts and protecting
their artisans at the forefront of the cultural
development in the emirate. This Centre
plays a fundamental role in preserving the
traditional crafts, both practiced by women
and men. It strives to highlight, document,
preserve, transfer, and protect them, in
addition to supporting their artisans.

The Forum has witnessed since its first
inception several stages of development
in its structure, goals and forward-looking
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