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SINF 20 Anniversary

a well-established heritage tradition, and
an occasion that is renewed annually,
bearing everything new and fruitful in
the Arab and international oral heritage,
celebrating the living human treasures
of the Emirati folk heritage bearers. An
event that promotes the local culture
and national identity, as well as a
permanent cultural and research project,
follow up and document the narrations,
experiences and observations of Emirati
narrators, who were born since the end
of the nineteenth century, and lived until
the middle of the twentieth century. It
further seeks to support them culturally,
socially and financially, and to honor

the distinguished of them at the end of
September every year.

The “Narrator” was launched as a
simple programme, in the Cultural
Department in the Emirate of Sharjah in
1987, through the Heritage Unit, which

111

{. 5

| supervised at the beginning of my
cultural career. The first storyteller was
Rashid Al Shooq. He was a distinguished
encyclopedic narrator. He passed away
on September 26, 2000, so the launch
of «Narrator’'s Day» came next year
2001 to pay tribute to him. It became a
permanent annual event, honoring him
and bearers of the oral heritage, locally
and from the Gulf region only. Then it
has become an international forum since
2015, following the establishment of the
Sharjah Institute for Heritage.

Over the past years, the SIH honored
about a hundred of distinguished
narrators, in the Forumss successive
sessions, from those with inherited skills
from those who left us, and from the
narrators specializing in various fields

of oral heritage. Among them, Rashid Al
Shooq, (The Sharjah’s Record), who was
the most famous Emeriti storyteller.
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Celelration

ofgtihe

We wait for September every year

with eagerness and nostalgic to the
storytellers and narrators, who left us,
but their souls are still living among us
with their legacy. We recall their memory
every year to affirm friendliness, and
renew the covenant, to pay tribute to
them, in appreciation and recognition of
their efforts. The 20th edition of “SINF”

L2

will be launched this year, under the
slogan: “Celebration the 20th”, during
2628- September 2020, and this special
issue of “Marawed” magazine comes to
celebrate this the occasion. It documents
the march of the Forum, over twenty
years, including various approaches and
studies of an elite group of researchers
and specialists. The SINF has become



