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scenery of the mountains surrounding
the city, which makes it of unique nature.
Its people engaged in agriculture and sea
professions. They are skilled farmers,
and experts in fishing and sailing, in
addition to shipbuilding of various types,
sizes and shapes.

Khorfakkan was the eastern arm of the
historical power of “Al Qasimi” family for
centuries. It was the summer capital of
many rulers of the Emirate of Sharjah. It
was also the strategic repository of food
and water, and a safe and fast outlet

to go to the sea and sail to the ports of
India, Sindh, China, Southeast Asia and
East Africa.

The name of the city was mentioned

in the maps of many geographers, and
in writings of many Arab and foreign
travelers, including Yaqut Al Hamwi, Ibn
Battuta and Belgrave. They said that it is
beautiful city with abundant palm trees,
many valleys and water wells. They also
described the social life of its people.
His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin
Mohammad Al Qasimi, Supreme Council
Member and Ruler of Sharjah, pays
special attention to the city of Khorfakkan
for historical, social and strategic
considerations. At the beginning, he
developed the infrastructure of the city,
including the traditional port, which has

1477

become an advanced international port
for containers. He further established

a public library, theater, centers for
children, teenagers, and girls. Branches
for all government departments and
institutions have been opened in the city,
making it a major and vital city. Moreover,
His Highness directed the preservation
and restoration of the heritage area that
contains important historical market,
houses and mosques.

Historically, the city of Khorfakkan had
its share of resistance to the European
colonialism that swept over many Arab
and foreign countries. Among the most
severe forms of colonialism was the
Portuguese from which the people of
Khorfakkan suffered the cruelty and
violence of the Portuguese. Its people
contributed positively and effectively to
defeating that brutal colonialism.

There is no doubt that Khorfakkan is
pearl of the East, so we dedicated this
issue to her to pay tribute to it.

The issue also includes many news of
the programmes, activities and events
that the Sharjah Institute for Heritage
organized or participated in during the
last period. It further various articles
focusing on various cultural heritage
issues in the UAE, the Arab states and
the world.
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Khorfakkan:®
Pearl of the East

If you want to see the beauty is a land, valleys, the most important of which is
you should visit the city of Khorfakkan. “Washi” valley. Until the 70s - many of
The promising dreamy city that is full of the agricultural products such as grains,
vitality on the shores of the Gulf of Oman vegetables and fruits that pervaded the

and the Arabian Sea. Emirates were brought from Khorfakkan,

One of the city’s borders is a deep in addition to fish of all types.

natural harbor, while the other three Khorfakkan is a coastal city overlooking
directions are embraced by an arc of a coasts of the Gulf of Oman and the

series of mountains. Arabian Sea. It belongs to the Emirate of E
It is renowned for its moderate weather, Sharjah in the UAE and is the ninth of the §
abundance of water, fertility of land, Emirati cities. Khorfakkan is one of the 3
and abundant sea products. It has most beautiful coastal cities in the UAE 3
also ancient water wells and vibrant with its beautiful sandy shore and the S
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