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Lisbon entitled “Arab Days” as a reminder of
the Arab-Islamic existence in Portugal and
the dialogue between the Arab and Iberian
cultures.

The issue too reviews the biography of the
Emirati poet Ateej Bin Rawdah Al-Dhabhiri,
whose poems are full of sweetness, flirtations
and beauty. And we also have flashes of “the
Standard Emirati Dialect” where some of the
colloquial vocabulary and linguistic rooting are
discussed to show its depth and link to the
standard Arabic language.

By mixing between the word and the melody,
this issue celebrates a poem that is considered
one of the most beautiful of Emirati lyrics. This
poem is “My life has no meaning.. My life”

by the poet Rashid Sharar and singer Said
Salem.

Also, this issue includes an extensive study
about the heritage of Arabic storytelling
through a model of narrative storytelling, in
addition to reviewing a book “The Golden
Necklaces” which documents the history of
mosques in the eastern area of Sharjah.
Within the Heritage of the Peoples section,
we present an overview of the Gharbia group
of Egyptian folklore, parts of its artistic history
and its role in the definition and dissemination
of the Egyptian cultural heritage around the
world.

The interview of the issue, of Dr Najima Thay
Thay, a former Minister of National Education
and Vocational Training in Morocco shows
various aspects of cultural heritage concerns.
She talks about stations of her rich and

2017 qqy .03 2a=ll

extended experience over decades of great
giving.

Citadel of Algiers or the palace of Al-Dai as
some would like to call it, is present in this
issue as well. This citadel is a unique cultural
landmark that holds the memory of a long and
ancient place, and still exists in the Algerian
Republic.

The issue tours the world and explores the
location, history, heritage and representations
of the Arabs in Australia thus availing to the
visitor a beautiful atmospheric confluence that
combines the beauty of the present with the
fragrance of past.

We also find a variety of media and cultural
materials that included aspects of the activities
of the Sharjah Institute for Heritage, including
the celebration of Zayed Humanitarian Work
Day, which commemorates the UAE>s late
leader Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyanys
values, (May Allah rest his soul in peace).
This Day shows how our late leader made

a difference in the life of people in UAE and
around the world by his giving and vision.
Then follows the Sudanese Heritage Week,
which was organized by the Institute in May as
part of the World Cultural Heritage Weeks in
Sharjah.

In this issue, we have presented cultural,
heritage and visual tourism in which many
paths of cultural heritage in the UAE, the Arab
world and the world are found. Our readers
will find a lot of usefulness, pleasure and
excitement in this issue that will add a new,
rich and diverse items to their cultural credit.
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Ramadan

in Folk Heritage

Ramadan has a deep and clear attendance

in the popular memory, whether through the
words, stories and folk songs that celebrate
the holy month and its religious status, or
through games and traditional dishes that
reflect an important aspect of that attendance
and celebration. So, we have dedicated a
special report in the 3rd issue of Marawed
about Ramadan in the folk heritage through a
series of cultural and heritage topics, in which
a group of writers and researchers reviewed
the image of Ramadan in the memory of

the people of the UAE and the Arab world,
returning to Ramadan in the cultures of
peoples throughout history; and how nations
and civilizations represented the idea of fasting
in its history and heritage.

We review the features of “My Ramadan” in
the folk heritage of UAE through wide range of
cultural practices and rituals that accompanied

the celebration of the holy month such as
lifestyle and daily life, and waiting of Laylat
al-Qadr (Night of Power) as well as the popular
games and heritage dishes that were common
in the UAE society at the time. Then follows
an image of Ramadan in the rich memory of
the UAE founders which depicts a symbolic
celebration of the month and its place in the
hearts of Emiratis.

Farther, the report traces Ramadan rituals in
the Arab popular memory through its images
in countries like Egypt, Tunisia and Mauritania,
reflecting the association and cohesion of the
Arab folk heritage, due to the similarities and
sometimes even conformity in some popular
rituals of Ramadan.

We also read in this issue the participation

of Sharjah Institute for Heritage at the
International Conference by the Portuguese-
Arab Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
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