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by them in their creative works that
commended trees in general.

Since heritage is a mainstay in the Emirati
society representing a basis for cultural
identity and popular memory, it featured
many types of expression, depiction and
celebration of the mangrove tree in the
community’s memory. It yielded values,
customs, traditions, experiences, folk
literature, artistic works and heritage
experiences, which, in general, translate
depth, originality and richness of heritage.
The Emirati cultural heritage is rich in many
important flashes and valuable heritage
fragments that show how Emiratis were
using and depending on mangrove tree in
their lives. The tree’s bark was used in dyes
and the wood for building houses, furniture
and boats due to its water resistance and its
hardness as well. While leaves were used
as food for animals, and its fruits are edible.
People were also cutting mangroves from
beaches to be used as a firewood early last
century.

Many ancient heritage books and linguistic
dictionaries supported this meaning. Ibn
Sayyidah stated in his “Al Mokhassass”
book that the Arabs used to wood the
mangrove tree and ignite it for its good
smell. And this takes us to an important
topic related to the extent to which the
Arabs used this type of trees in the past.
According to “Lisan Al-Arab” book of Ibn

145

Al Mandhour, mangrove is a specie of
trees, Abu Hanifa said mangrove is a tree
that grows in water, and it resembles the
platanus tree in thickness of stem and the
whiteness of its peel. Its leaves are like
almonds’ leaves, and its fruits are like the
fruit of holy basil. Although seawater is the
enemy of plants, it is not to mangroves and
acanthaceae, as they grow in it. It is pasture
for cows and camels, which wad into the
water to eat tips of its leaves.

The association of mangrove with the
Emiratis’ life in the past, their interaction
with it, and occupying a large part of their
cultural and social identity, affirms the
need to preserve the heritage of this tree.
Awareness of its importance and the need
to preserve it is necessary, because of

its important and inspiring position in the
Emirati cultural heritage. It is considered an
essential element in the cultural heritage
and folklore traditions of the coastal
communities in the country.

How beautiful it is to take care of this
heritage tree, and to organize heritage and
cultural festivals to celebrate it and to revive
its history and heritage in order to preserve
it from extinction. The Sharjah Institute for
Heritage spares no efforts to support such
important heritage trends, and welcomes
the cooperation in order to achieve that
noble purpose, which is embodied in this
special file on mangrove tree.
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Plants and trees of all kinds, shapes, multiple images. In folk literature, including EL
functions, uses and benefits were an poetry, sayings, proverbs, maxims, songs §
integral part of the memory of Emirati and chants. They also appears in artistic 3
society. Therefore, we find them appearing creativity, whether it is traditional crafts j
in different ornaments and manifested in or folk games. Artists were also inspired a
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