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human treasures in the UAE, Arab countries
and the world. It translates the insightful
cultural vision and the generous care of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammad
Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Sharjah, to pay tribute to narrators,
artisans and folk performers, in recognition
of their rich and varied record.

Twenty years full of giving and excellence
have passed, producing a qualitative leap
and a comprehensive development for the
Forum’s vision, structure and content. It
has become a pivotal event on the cultural
work map not only in the UAE, but also in
the Arab countries and the whole world.

It is awaited by narrators, bearers of the
folk heritage, researchers and those who
are interested in the oral heritage every
year. It made Sharjah a destination for
heritage, narrators, experts and researchers
from everywhere. Sharjah has become

a pioneering model to be followed in
protecting human treasures, preserving
and safeguarding heritage from loss and
extinction. This is clearly evident in the
slogans of the previous editions, such as
“The Arts of Narrator”, “Goha”, “A Common
Human Heritage”, “Biographies and Epics”,
“Fairy Tales”, “One Thousand and One
Nights” and “Celebrating the Twenty”.
Twenty years have given the heritage and
its bearers the prominent position they
deserve, and the appreciation that befits

117

them. Twenty years bring us back to the
first spark that accompanied the launch

of the narrator programme, which was the
candle that lit the biography of narrators,
and restored to them consideration and
appreciation. It feeds awareness, research,
study, and documentation of various topics
of oral heritage. Perhaps the Institute’s
publications, which exceeded 300 titles, are
the best proof of such a beautiful harvest.
Those years played a great role in
supporting narrators and their folk
knowledge, thanks to the generous support
and encouragement of His Highness. It

is a good opportunity through which we
sought to pay attention to living human
treasures and celebrate them through the
SINF and the Narrators Programme at the
Sharjah Institute for Heritage, in line with
the directives of UNESCO. In this issue,
we have devoted a space to talk in detail
about the Forum'’s role in safeguarding
and honoring human treasures through

its successive editions. It also reviews the
Forum’s progress and the most prominent
accompanying programmes and activities.
The issue also includes details of the new
edition of SINF-2021, which started on
September 22, 2021, and will continue until
September 30, under the slogan: «Tales

of Animals». It contains rich matters about
the Arabian heritage, in addition to rich and
varied articles.
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Many years have passed, but the memory
remains alive with nostalgia for the
distinguished and notable people, whose
souls departed from us, but left an immortal
legacy, which is like a sun that does not

set. In the month of September, which
has become the month of narrators, we
recall them and their works. It is a fixed
date, and a firm tradition for the annual
celebration of narrators and bearers of the
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