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a wide international participation exceeding
25 countries, in pursuit of spreading and
promoting the interest of human treasures in
local and international circles to make Sharjah
the annual international station for popular
heritage lovers of diverse cultures, and a
major destination where to celebrate human
treasures from all over the world.

The 26th day was chosen as a date for this
honor, which marks the anniversary of the
death of narrator Rashid Al-Shawq, who
dedicated himself to highlighting the UAE>s
cultural heritage.

From the outset, the attention was focused

on the local narrator and the exploration of
the heritage of the people in the UAE. This
enabled Sharjah Institute for Heritage to
discover dozens of representatives of this
culture. The past years have also withessed
the contributions of these narrators in
supporting archives and libraries of folklore
and highlighting the local culture of the UAE
community and their popular heritage.
Al-Shawq was one of those popular narrators
and performers who had a rare talent in
conveying heritage to his loved ones, by his
ability to narrate honestly and transparently.
He could express, in his special language, the
conscience and culture of the people of the
UAE.

Over the past years, the Institute has honored
about 100 narrators in the successive editions
of the forum. Some of them passed away,

but in general all of them were specialists in
various fields of oral heritage. Among them is
Saif Said Al-Zabadi, one of the most famous
narrators of popular literature, the poet

Obaid Muadad Al Nuaimi, the poet Saeed
Al-Suwayyah, Saif bin Sultan bin Abdullah

bin Ghalaita is one of the best performers of
the Bedouin traditions and habits and Ahmad
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Abdulrahman Al-Shamsi for his great role

in UAE post office. In the nautical heritage
Captain Jumara bin Humaid al-Ali, Rashid
al-Suri, Ali Abdullah Mirza, performer of sailor
songs Jumaa Fayrouz, known as (Bosmah),
Mohammed Khalfan Alroemah and Kdash
bin Khamis Othman. In the field of traditional
medicine and orthopedic we honored Fatima
Bint Saqr Al Nuaimi, Munira Bint Ahmad

Al Mazroa, Aisha Bint Khamis Borshid,
Rashid Al Zari, Mohammed Almusaferi and
other narrators. In fact, Al-Rawi Day wasnt
for honoring only narrators but also many
academic researchers and writers such as Dr.
Abdullah Al-Taboor, Abdullah Abdulrahman,
Ali Al-Matrooshi, Najib Al Shamsi, Ammar Al-
Sanjari (May Allah have mercy on him), Ahmed
Mohammed Obaid, Faleh Hanzal, Jumaa Bin
Thalith Al Humaeri, Amina Ibrahim, Maryam
Al-Kibali, Fatima Al-Mughni, Sheikha al-Jabri
and others.

On the other hand, we honored the press
organizations and journalists who put cultural
heritage in their proper attention, such as Al
Khaleej newspaper, Heritage magazine, and
journalists such as Ayash Yahyaoui, Abdullah
Al Shuaibi, Hamid Kassem, Abdul Jalil Al
Saad, Majed Al Haj Tareq Hadda and others.
This year, the forum focuses on epics and
sagas as a main topic, in addition to programs,
workshops and events for adults and
children. It also publishes a number of books,
pamphlets, brochures and booklets in the
same field.

Thus, Sharjah International Narrator

Forum has become an annual event to

give thanks, show appreciation, and express
gratitude to the first generation of the
homeland builders, who kept in their memories
knowledge, ethics, traditions, and lifestyles of
our people.
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Encyclopedia of Superstitious Creatures
in the Emirati Heritage

A Study in the Folk Imacgination

Al Rawi:
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Idea, Event, Sources

and Starting

Dr. Abdulaziz Almusallam
Editor-in-Chief

We hereby embark on a new journey with
Sharjah International Narrator Forum to know
more about stories, knowledge, games, poems
and ideals.

The event elevates the local culture,

popular memory, and national identity.

Much appreciation, thankfulness, gratitude to
all those who join us in this edition. Allow me
present you the origin of the story of Al Rawi.
The idea: It is a permanent cultural research
project to trace, follow up and document the
narrations, experiences and observations of
Emirati narrators who were born at the end

of the 19th century and lived until the middle
of the 20th century. Our priority is honoring
outstanding ones at the end of September
each year and working on supporting them
culturally, socially and financially.

The event: Surveying, documenting, field
studies with narrators and artisans, publishing
studies, researches and publications,
exhibitions, training workshops and sessions,
holding meetings, material and moral support
for narrators, popular creators and researchers
and finally the honoring ceremony.

The sources: This project is based on
services of research teams from the Institute>s
Intangible Heritage Department, Research and
Studies Department, the UAE Craft Center,
Arab Heritage Center and the Instituters
branches in the cities of Sharjah. It also
depends on independent researchers, as

well as nominations of research centers and
institutes operating outside Sharjah, whether
in the Arab world or beyond, to honor the
distinguished and creative people.

Starting: Al-Rawi>s program started in a
simplified manner in the Department of Culture
in Sharjah in 1987, through the heritage unit
which was supervised by me at the beginning
of my cultural work. The first narrator was

the father Rashid Al-Shawq, (May Allah have
mercy on him), who was an exceptionally
well-read person. He died on 26 September
2000. In 2001 Al-Rawi Day was launched as

a permanent annual event for 14 years with
local and Gulf participation only. In 2015, after
the establishment of the Sharjah Institute for
Heritage, Al-Rawi Day was developed to be
Sharjah International Narrator Forum, with
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