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and heritage institutions and heritage
museums, as well as the tourism promotion.
They also learn the methods and tools for
preserving architectural heritage to ensure
its preservation and sustainability, in addition
to preserving and restoring manuscripts and
documents.

These five programmes have received
great turnout and fruitful interaction, which
was culminated by accreditation of four
professional qualifications, including (the
5th Level Certificate) by the National
Qualifications Center, which is affiliating
with the Ministry of Education in the
UAE. These qualifications are: collecting,
transcribing and preserving intangible
cultural heritage, manuscript restoration
and maintenance, administration of cultural
and heritage institutions, marketing and
museum guidance, while the fifth programme
is on architectural heritage, which is locally

149

accredited by the Government of Sharjah.
There are other programmes that we look
forward to accrediting them, such as the
«Cultural Media» programme in cooperation
with Al Qasimia University.

The Academic Administration at the Institute
also offers a package of educational
programmes and workshops that are
consistent with the vision of the Institute and
serve its objectives in introducing, preserving
and safeguarding heritage. This is what
prompted us to focus in this special issue
on the efforts of the Institute in the field of
education and training.

Theissue presents various topics that highlight
the richness of the Arabian cultural heritage in
general and the UAE in particular, stressing
the importance of caring for it, studying
it, examining it and publishing it. It also
includes other subjects of the world heritage,
highlighting its richness and diversity.
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The EducalonzlSySuEms

Programes, & OulpuiEs

The Sharjah Institute for Heritage, since
its inception, has been harmonizing the
objectives and competencies in line with a
firm strategic plan that aim at achieving the
desired goals and delivering the Institute>s
message to the target audience from
researchers, scholars and others.

Since the education is a strong pillar and a
solid foundation in the Institute»s policies, it
harnessed all possibilities to foster this field

through advanced educational programmes
that touch on the major aspects of heritage.
These programmes provide students and
learners with the comprehensive knowledge
of heritage, combining all the heritage
components. Moreover, they offer students
or learners a variety of heritage knowledge
in the fields of intangible cultural heritage,
methods of preserving and safeguarding it,
modern methods of administrating cultural
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