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The craft is an artistic work that requires
high knowledge and skill. Further, it
has economic, aesthetic and cultural
returns. Many countries have begun to
pay attention to their traditional crafts,
recognizing the multiple benefits that can
accrue from the craft to its artisans and
their countries alike, in terms of tourism
and economy, in additiontorevitalizing the
labor market by providing many additional
opportunities.

We have dedicated the main file of this issue
of “Marawed” magazine to talk about the
traditional crafts and industries in the UAE.

The file introduces their reality and their

impact on our contemporary life, under the
title “The Traditional Crafts & Industries...A
Living Heritage by Preservation, Protection
and Revitalization” by elite of writers,
researchers and experts.

Readers will also have a beautiful tour into
depthsoftheEmirati,Arabandinternational
heritage through the studies and articles
contained in this issue. In addition, the
issue contains a follow-up of the news
of the programmes, activities and events
organized by the Institute throughout the
month, which contributed quantitatively to
instillingthe heritage valuesand publicizing
it on the largest scale.
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The Traditional Crafts & Industries
in the UAE

The traditional handicrafts are considered
one of the main pillars on which the life of
societiesisbased.Hence,theSharjahInstitute
for Heritage has been giving the traditional
crafts special attention and organising an
annual forum titled (Sharjah Traditional
Crafts Forum) on them since 2007 under the

directives of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan
Bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme Council
Member and Ruler of Sharjah. His Highness
placed the issue of preserving, reviving and
passing down heritage crafts and protecting
their artisans a top priority for cultural and
development work in Sharjah.
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