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times. It embodies a cultural and heritage style
known to the region for thousands of years. It
is also characterized by richness and diversity
in all its forms, types and formations that are
considered an important part of the heritage of
peoples and a symbol of the cultural identity of
any nation or society.

Although there are differences from one

place to another according to environment
and practice, the Arab heritage is essentially
one heritage. In this issue of “Marawed”, we
choose “Arab Folk Costumes” to know the
differences and similarities among them. We
begin with the popular women»s clothing in the
UAE within its cultural and heritage context,

by focusing on their types and components. In
general, Emirati clothing is an Arabian origin
fashion and Gulf type, although it is influenced
by the surrounding cultures and the Islamic
conquests that led to the transfer of many
costumes and other material cultures from one
country to another. However, bringing a kind of
similarity in some types of clothing.

We also touch upon the popular costumes in
the Arab world, especially in Syria, Lebanon,
Egypt, Algeria and Morocco, through a number
of important contributions which highlighted the
characteristics of Arab women»s clothing with
illustrations.

In this issue, we discuss the events and
activities organized by the Sharjah Institute for
Heritage and its role in promoting the UAE>s
cultural heritage.

We also review the biography of the poet
Mohamed Ibn Laboun, the poet of the Arabian
Peninsula, with samples of his beautiful
poems.

By establishing a new section in “Marawed”,
under the title “Eyes of Poetry”, we present

a collection of beautiful poems by a group of
eminent Emirati poets: Salem Bujmhour, Lamia
Al-Sakil and Ateeb Al Qubaisi.

The issue also reveal new words with profound

2017 pgial05 aa=ll

meanings, consistent with the essence of the
Arabic language. These words are standard
in the UAE dialect, such as: (Albakht, Hashim,
Aldoh and Al jeed).

Focusing on the mixture between rhyme and
rhythm in poetry, we discuss the aesthetics
of the meaning and splendor of the structure
in the poem “Amsa Gathith Argadi” by the
Arab poet Aousha bint Khalifa bin Ahmed

Al Suwaidi. This poem was sung by Emirati
singer Ali Brogha. In fact, it is one of the best
popular poems in the UAE.

Also, we review the art of Al Ayala dancing.

It is an authentic art of folklore and has a
long tradition in the UAE. It has aesthetic,
heritage and social dimensions, because it

is considered performance art that works to
inspire enthusiasm and promote authentic
heritage values.

The issue’s interview with Dr. Rashid Al
Mazrouei discusses a number of important
heritage issues. He is considered one of the
pillars of this heritage in terms of collecting
documents, documentation, study and scrutiny.
In this issue, we also review the book;
“Historian of the Age: a study in the
foundations of historical writing of Sultan
Al-Qasimi>s books” by Dr. Mini Bonamma. In
the review, we read conclusions of the author
through studying the historical works of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohamed Al
Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler
of Sharjah.

The issue also contain an article about
Henna in Sudan and its uses in adorning the
Sudanese woman by reviewing its ancient
rituals and renewed inscriptions. The issue
also tours the memory and ruins of the city of
Zilea, one of the oldest cities in Somalia.

We hope that our readers find a lot of
usefulness, pleasure and excitement in this
issue that will add a new, rich and diverse
items to their cultural credit.

i
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Arab :Folk Costum
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Cultural heritage -including customs, crafts,
clothing, food, and folk arts- is one of the
most important elements of any nation or
region»s identity. Although its forms and colors
are varied, it documents the various stages

in which societies have passed throughout
history. It also indicates different historical
stages the nations experienced and clarifies
their traditions and lifestyle. Costumes become
a part of an integrated system of popular
legacies that have characterized the identities
of communities since ancient times.

In fact, folk costumes represent a cultural and
heritage pattern that has been shaped for
thousands of years. Its forms are varied based
on variety of cultural influences which reflected
the manifestations and features of celebration
in social and religious events such as
weddings, feasts, and others. In these events
womenys and menys costumes embody a form
of adornment and charming beauty which is
fundamentally based on the ancient cultural
heritage of humanity.

Therefore, the Arab homeland has historically
been associated with many civilizations and
religions which emerged in the region. And

by virtue of human interaction, the cultural,
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spiritual and emotional fabric has taken a
special shape that influenced all aspects of
life, and even on its cultural identity and local
uniqueness. Its heritage, however, is shaped
by a mixture of cultures. This is evident in the
popular costumes, which are a systematic
fabric of the Arab heritage somehow. No
matter how forms and types of clothing

are different, the essence is almost one.
Especially in the neighboring territories such
as the Arabian Gulf, the Levant, West Africa,
etc.

Women»s clothing, which symbolizes decency,
reflects a pattern of traditional beauty and
makeup, which is associated with the bride>s
luggage in the Arabian Peninsula. It shows the
levels of differentiation in the societies of the
Arab region, despite their cultural harmony
and common history. The bride>s accessories
in Yemen is different from Oman and Bahrain,
etc. Even bride>s accessories within a

given country may differ depending on the
cultural influence, folk heritage, and domestic
environment to which she belongs.

These traditional costumes are characterized
by their beautiful colors and ancient
embroidery, which dates back to ancient
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