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and this lives for several years and renews
its plants whenever rain falls. The other is a
seasonal type, which lives for a short period
and then dies. It sprouts again the following
year from seeds that fell from it the previous
year when it rained.

Most of these plants can spread in many
places. However, some of them only love
in specific places, as type of soil and its
components, topography, temperature,
humidity, and amount of rain are all factors
that affect growing of plants. Emiratis were
not only interested in the plants and trees
present in their environment, but also
interested in the plants and trees that they
saw in the countries they visited as traders.
They brought these plants to their land and
they became an important part of their lives
and their natural heritage.

Plants and trees played a great role in lives
of Emiratis pre-oil period. They still hold this
interest until the present time. Plants are
considered one of the natural components
of the Emirati environment, and a history

that witnessed birth of civilization and
nobility of this nation. They provide us with
a lot of information related to the customs,
traditions, and popular heritage of the
UAE. This connection between the Emiratis
and trees represents one of the important
elements in the Emirati cultural heritage.
Therefore, it is important to introduce them,
document everything related to this aspect,
and highlight it to future generations.

In line with approach and the declaration of
2023 as the Year of Sustainability by President
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, under the slogan “Today for
Tomorrow”, the Sharjah Institute for Heritage
chose “Tales of Plants” as the slogan for the
23rd edition of The Sharjah International
Narrator Forum. It will be organized during
September182023,20-in Expo Centre Sharjah.
This is what prompted us to dedicate this
special issue of «Marawed» magazine to
review various topics about plants in Arab
and Emirati heritage, with interesting and
useful subjects.
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Plants in the Emirati Heritage

The UAE is located in a region scientifically
called the dry areas. Its population is
distributed in various geographical regions.
Someofthemsettledonthe coast,wherethey
practiced diving, fishing, and crafts related to
the sea. These are called the people of the sea.
Some others inhabited areas, where springs,
and natural water resources were available.
This enabled them to grow some crops and
trees that provided them with food, fruits,
and a shady place. These people are called the

people of the land. Some of them live in the
desert, and these are called Bedouin, while
others live in mountainous areas, and these
are called the people of Al Hayr. This natural
geographical diversity of the country:s
regions and cities has led to the spread of
wild plants in deserts, villages, oases, and in
the plains, valleys, and mountains.

It is meant here by wild plants those which
grow without man intervention. They are
classified into two types: a perennial one,
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